Geert Wilders to be prosecuted 

Court rules anti-Islamic remarks went too far

by RNW News

21-01-2009

[image: image1.jpg]


The right-wing populist politician Geert Wilders is to be prosecuted for anti-Islamic remarks. 
Judges at Amsterdam's appeals court say there is a case to answer and Wilders will now face charges of inciting hatred. This due to both the content of remarks he has made and the way in which they were presented. The court ruled that Mr Wilders had personally insulted Muslims by attacking the symbols of Islam. 
"The Amsterdam appeals court has ordered the prosecution of member of parliament Geert Wilders for inciting hatred and discrimination, based on comments by him in various media on Muslims and their beliefs," the court statement said. 

"The court also considers appropriate criminal prosecution for insulting Muslim worshippers because of comparisons between Islam and Nazism made by Wilders," the statement continued. 

Overturned
The Amsterdam court's decision overturns that of the Public Prosecutor who decided halfway through last year, after six months investigation, not to prosecute on the grounds that Mr Wilders had not committed an offence either in remarks made in national newspapers, where he called the Qur'an a fascist book, or in his controversial film Fitna. 

In the film the politician draws a direct link between verses from the Qur'an and acts of terrorism.

	RNW political editor John Tyler writes: The last time a Dutch politician was found guilty of inciting hatred dates from 1997, when the Centre Democrat leader Hans Janmaat stood by during a demonstration as his supporters shouted 'full is full' and ‘Dutch people first'. 
Janmaat was found guilty of inciting hatred, received a suspended sentenced for two months in jail, and had to pay a 7,000 guilder fine (about 3,000 euros). After his death in 2002, Janmaat's widow tried to get the ruling removed from the record. The High Court ruled against her.  


Originally the Public Prosecutor's Office said the remarks, although made outside of parliamentary privilege, could be seen as a contribution to a wider social debate in the Netherlands and therefore were not punishable in law. 

The Amsterdam court, in overturning the earlier ruling, further stated that a prosecution would not conflict with the values enshrined in the European Treaty of Human Rights, which holds freedom of expression in high regard. The judges said that inciting hatred is such a serious offence within a democratic system of law that it is in the greater interest that clear limits be defined. 

Mein Kampf
Dozens of organisations and private individuals had reported the Freedom Party leader for discrimination and inciting hatred. His comparison of the Qur'an with Hitler's book Mein Kampf in particular caused widespread commotion. The earlier decision not to proceed against Mr Wilders sparked numerous complaints to the Amsterdam court. 

The Public Prosecutor's Office has now accepted the ruling of the Amsterdam court. Mr Wilders said he was completely taken aback by the decision and called it "a black day for freedom of speech".

