Baghdad radio station dedicated to women
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The first independent, women’s radio station in Iraq is on the air in Baghdad. The Al-Mahaba station offers a variety of programming aimed at women listeners. 

Al-Mahaba began in April with an eight-hour broadcast. Building the station was a joint effort among the UN Development Fund for Women (UNDFW), the Ministry of Municipality and Public Works (MMPW), and local women’s advocacy groups. 

Al-Mahaba (which means “the love” in Arabic) is currently based in Baghdad. Its programs cover topics such as the role of women in elections, democracy, peace, society, education and legal issues. 

“The radio station is a voice for Iraqi women in the country, a voice to speak about her rights, her issues, her ambitions, her problems without hesitation,” said Majed Rahak, manager of the station, according to the UN-operated IRIN News. 

The station also aims to support talented Iraqi women by highlighting them and their works. Al-Mahaba employs both male and female journalists and media workers. It plans to expand its broadcast area and coverage to include all of Iraq. 

IRIN: http://tinyurl.com/ca96f. 
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