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Sexual Exploitation of Children in Tourism

Survey for Journalists

Summary of the Survey

· Number of Journalists responded to the survey by the dead line given was 47. 01 journalist organization and 09 NGOs (referred as organisations here after) had responded by that time.

· Nearly half the journalists had reported on the issue during the last two years.

· Only 36% (17) of the journalists had had any contacts with NGOs, HRs group and other organizations regarding this issue. Only 06 of them rated information made available by NGOs and campaigners good. 22 respondents rated that information as satisfactory.

· Although 29% (14) journalists said that they are aware of educational material on this issue none of them had given any examples.

· 80% (34) journalists and 08 organisations agreed that sexual exploitation of children or "prostitution tourism" is a big problem. Majority of journalists said that neither the government (76% -36)  nor the tourism industry (78% -37)has undertaken adequate measures to counter sexual exploitation of children. Among the organizations this figure was 08 out of 10.

· Although only 8% (04) journalists agreed that government authorities’ ability to provide access to information concerning children as very helpful 40 of them agreed that publicising of the issue in the media will influence the levels of government response o n the issue. Corresponding figures for organizations were 02 and 07.

· 85% (40) of the journalists were not aware of the legislation surrounding child sex tourism in the country. Corresponding figures for organizations were 07.

· On the question of whether there is a culture of censorship on this issue in the country or not journalists were equally divided. Corresponding figures for organizations were 06 (yes) and 04 (no).

· Poverty was the number one reason  given  as the key social factor/s influencing children entering prostitution in the country. Number two was drug abuse and number three was absent of prenatal care.
· Almost half of the journalists agreed that the level of coverage on sexual exploitation of children in tourism and on children generally receive in the media in the country is low. Corresponding figures for organizations were  05 moderate and 05 low. 

· 78% (37) of the journalists aware of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. But only 02 of them were aware of the IFJ’s Guidelines and Principles for Reporting on Issues Involving Children. All 10 organisations  were aware of it.
· Only 8% (04)  journalists said that they are aware of their media organization,s guidelines for reporting children’s issues in general and guidelines specifically for reporting on the sexual exploitation of children’s in tourism none of them had attached any copies. Except one media organization all 09 NGOs were not aware of any such guide lines including IFJ guide lines.
· 38% (18) journalists agreed that their media organisation identify the child or children involved and journalists were equally divided on whether their media organizations generally undertake measures to protect the identity of a child in reporting or not. 7 out of 10 organisations agreed that media organization in the country identify the child or children involved. 
· 48% (23) journalists agreed that their media organisations   generally do not give children a voice or an opportunity to speak to the media.Corresponding figure for organizations were 9 out of 10.
· 53% (25) journalists agreed that their media organisations generally do not feature useful information on agencies or avenues for help in reports on the issue. Only 16 said YES. All 10 organisations agreed that media organizations in the country generally do not feature useful information on agencies or avenues for help in reports on the issue.
· 42% (20) journalists classified the language used by their media organisations generally when reporting on the sexual exploitation of children as emotional and equal number of them agreed that the images used by their media organisations generally for stories on the sexual exploitation of children as balanced. Majority of the organizations of the view that language used is sensational. None of them agreed that the images used as balanced.
· 85% of (40) journalists agreed that training as the number one step to harness the support for this problem in the media. All ten organizations held the same view.
· Majority of the respondents agreed that information that would be valuable to them in improving their reporting on this issue is best practice examples and guidelines. The organizations included NGO contacts and other methods too.
· 7 out of 10 organisations rated the media coverage on this issue in the country as poor. 03 rated the coverage as satisfactory.

· Only 2 out of 10 organisations agreed that their stories / press releases get published regularly. And most of them make their  information available through leaflets and seminars. 
· 07 out of 10 organisations agreed that the main mistakes that journalists make when covering this issue as lack of balance. And again 07 out of 10 them agreed that coverage has not improved during last 05 years.
The end.
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